
in the mind through the aptness of the illustration or the
pieturesqueness of the phrase employed. The chapters of the
book are entitled "Errors in Exercise," "Athletics and the
Heart," "Muscle Maketh Man," "Occupation and Exorcise,"
"The Real Danger of Athletics" and "Exercise That Hosts."
The book is an excellent one to prescribe for business and
professional men. In fact, it would be a good thing for the
doctor to read before passing it on to his patients.
Elektrophysiologie menschlicher Muskeln. Von Dr. Med.

H. Piper, a.o. Professor der Physiologie, Kgl. Friedrich-Wilhelms\x=req-\
Universit\l=a"\tzu Berlin. Paper. Price, 8 marks. Pp. 163, with 65
illustrations. Berlin: Julius Springer, 1912.
In this highly technical monograph the author reports his

laborious experiments on the electrophysiology of human
muscles. New methods and apparatus had to be invented
for this work, whereby the author believes that he has
proved beyond doubt the proposition that a voluntary con-
traction of muscles is caused by the dispatch of fifty impulses
per second to the contracting muscle and that each of those
impulses causes a distinct contraction-wave. This he has
been able to prove by causing irritation of the motor nerve
fifty times per second and observing as a consequence a

muscular effect not distinguishable from natural contraction.
In no other way has he succeeded in reproducing the mam-
malian muscle contraction, though he has experimented with
high-frequency currents, cathodal-closure tetanus, stimulation
with different electrical time-stimuli and strychnin-tetanus.
We trust that some practical application in medicine may
come from these interesting experiments.
Annual Report of the Bureau of Health for the PhilippineIslands. By Carroll Fox, Acting Director of Health. Paper.Manila, 1911.
The tenth annual report of the director of the Bureau of

Science of the Philippines gives an account of the work of
the bureau during the year ending August, 1911. The work
mainly concerns the biologic sciences and chemistry, and only
indirectly refers to medicine. Investigations with regard to
yaws, particularly with reference to the action of salvarsan,
are noted. The opinion is expressed that the preparation is
as important a specific for yaws as quinin is for malaria.
Work on the parasitic amebas and on various worms, as well
as investigations on leprosy, cholera, dystentory and rabies,
is reported.
Le Laboratoire du Practicien. Analyse Clinique\p=m-\M\l=e'\thodes etProc\l=e'\d\l=e'\s. Guide de Diagnostic et d'Hygi\l=e`\ne Prophylatique des

maladies Communes Exotiques et Tropicales. Par Louis Niclet.Dessinateur Photographe du Laboratoire Central de l'H\l=o^\pitalSaint\x=req-\Louis. First part. Paper. Price, 3 francs. Pp. 32, with 120 illus-trations. Paris: A. Poinat, 121 Boulevard Saint-Michel (Ve), 1912.
This little pamphlet is the first of three sections dealing

with the laboratory work of the general practitioner. In
this portion, the general organization of a laboratory, the
cost of equipment and maintenance, and many methods of
examination (especially those dealing with the parasites and
diseases of the skin and its appendages) are discussed. The
illustrations are very good. The work should prove valuable
both to the general practitioner, who may wish to install his
own working laboratory, and to the laboratory worker, who
may have occasion to give advice concerning the installation
of hospital or other laboratories.

COMING MEETINGS
^""'i'. Assn. ot Obstetricians »nil Gynecologists, Toledo, Sept. 17-10.American Electro-Therapeutic Association, ltlchuioud, Va., Sept. 8-Ö.Aiiii'i'lotui Public Health Association, Washington, D. C, Sept. 18-20." ""'I'lciin Roentgen Ruy Society, Nlii/juru l-'nlls. Sept. 11-14.
c;"'orado Stale Metlicnl Society, I'liehlo. Sept. 2-1-2(1.
ln'n

'

Bt8t0 1,lls' "' "''""h of N, Am., Washington, i>. ('., Sent, 20-21.nlhimi Stale Medical Association, Indianapolis, Sept. 2(1-27.
Men"""' t'"nK|,|'SH on Hygiene, etc.. Washington, l>. c, Sept. 88-28.
Nev ,"' Society of the Missouri Valley, Council lllun's, la., Sepl. 5-0.
., viuia state Meiilcal Association, Reno, Sept. 10-12.
'.,„'w Mexico Medical Society, Roswell, Sept. 12-14.iinsylvnnla Slate Medical Society, Scratiton, Se|,l, 2¡l-2U.'onilng state Medical Society, Sheridan, Sept. 17.

Medicolegal
Chronic Appendicitis Not Necessarily An Illness

I Miller vs. Mainland Casualty Company (U. S.) IBS Fed. it. as)
The United States Circuit Court of Appeals, Third Circuit,

holds that the question should have been left to the jury
whether the statement of an applicant for accident and health
insurance did misrepresent or was false when it said that lie
had never received indemnity for any accident or illness, except
for a sprained ankle, whereas he had had chronic appendicitis,
had been operated on therefor and hail after the operation
remained in bed for some time, for which he was paid indem-
nity benefits of $225. The court says that chronic is dis-
tinguished from acute appendicitis. In the former case, the
removal of the appendix, while it may be beneficial or desir-
able, is not immediately imperative. The condition of acute
appendicitis is fittingly described as an illness; but chronic
appendicitis is not necessarily an illness in common speech,
and therefore, when a man is operated on therefor, it does
not follow that, when he remains in bed after such an opera-
tion, his condition is necessarily and only described as that
of illness. A broken limb, an amputation, the removal of a
growth, an optical or aural operation may be followed by the
patient remaining in bed; but such cessation from physical
activity does not» necessarily Imply illness in the common
acceptation of the word. In such common acceptation illness
is ordinarily associated with disease, with sickness, with ill
health. From this and the terms of the policy it would seem
that whether the statement was not literally true was itself
a debatable question. And as bearing on the question of the
materiality of one of the facts alleged to have been concealed.
namely, the fact that the applicant's appendix had been
removed, it was to be considered that such removal, instead
of increasing the company's risk, actually relieved it from an

Obligation it assumed by the policy, namely, indemnity
against operation for appendicitis. So regard was to be given
to the general belief that the removal of the appendix is bene-
ficial and the fact that this man's hud been so removed six
years before, and with no consequent ill effects,

School Liable for Malpractice—Admissibility of
Evidence—Osteopathy

(Atkinson is. American School of Osteopathy, et al. (Mo.), i',',
S. W. 11. 816)

The Supreme Court of Missouri, Division No. 1, in reversing
a judgment for $10,000 rendered in favor of the plaintiff andremanding the case for a new trial, decided several jioints of
general interest. The plaintiff charged Unit the defendant,
Charles E. Still, connected with the defendant school, in treat-
ing her for asthma, or a slight affection of the nasal passages
that affected her breathing, while she was a student at, the
school and entitled to free treatment by it, negligently broke
her sternum and forced the same into her lungs, forcing out
the cartilages of her ribs on the right side of her body into an
unnatural position, etc. The court holds that, there being no
denial of the assertion that Still treated the plaintiff as the
agent and employee of the school, that corporation would be
jointly liable with him for damages resulting from his neg-ligence.
The defendants asserted that the history of the plaintiff's

alleged injury was incredible and impossible, for, "if she hud
suffered bone fractures, instant and severe pain and prostra-
tion would have followed, as certainly as (ire will burn, or
water run down hill." The inference seemed to be, the court
says, that the plaintiff's assertion that, after suffering the
alleged injuries, and a few days of confinement and pain there-
from, she so far recovered as to pursue her studies and engage
in sports for more than six months before the serious phases
of the injury developed, was contrary to some well-known and
universally recognized natural law, or to universal human
experience. The court fails, however, to appreciate the applica-tion of that aiguillent to the evidence in this ease. Many of
us have not had the fortune to sustain similar fractures, and
cunnot therefore speuk from personal experience; but we have
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